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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as indicated hereafter. 
Claims: 

Claims 1-9 (Cancelled). 

10. (Original) A method of forming an optical fiber, comprising the steps of: 
drawing an optical fiber; 

applying a layer of primary coating material to the optical fiber; 
applying a layer of color coating material to the optical fiber; 
applying a layer of secondary coating material to the optical fiber; and 
wherein the layer of primary coating material, the layer of color coating material, and the 
layer of secondary coating material are each applied prior to the other layers being cured. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the layer of color coating material is 
disposed between and adjacent the optical fiber and the layer of primary coating material. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the layer of color coating is disposed 
between and adjacent the layer of primary coating material and the layer of secondary coating 
material. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of applying a layer of the 
primary coating material further comprises applying a first layer of primary coating material 
adjacent the optical fiber and applying a second layer of primary coating material between and 
adjacent the first layer of primary coating material and the layer of secondary coating material. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the layer of primary coating material 
is disposed between and adjacent the optical fiber and the layer of secondary coating material and 
the layer of color coating material is disposed adjacent the layer of secondary coating. 



3 



Serial No.: 10/686,689 
Art Unit: 2874 



1 5 . (Original) An optical fiber formed by the method of claim 1 0. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) A method of forming an optical fiber, comprising the steps 

of: 

(a) drawing an optical fiber; 

(b) applying a layer of primary coating material to the optical fiber; 

(c) applying a layer of color coating material to the layer of primary coating material; and 

(d) applying a layer of secondary coating material to the layer of color coating material; 

and 

(e) subsequently curing the layers of steps (b\ (c\ and (d) following application of the 
secondary coating material . 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein (c) further comprises applying a 
second layer of primary coating between and adjacent the first layer of primary coating material 
and the layer of secondary coating material. 



Claims 18-27 (Cancelled). 



28. (Currently Amended) A system for forming an optical fiber, comprising: 
means for drawing an optical fiber; 

means for applying a layer of primary coating material to the optical fiber; 

means for applying a layer of color coating material to the layer of the primary coating 
material, but before the application of a layer of secondary coating material; [[and]] 

means for applying the layer of secondary coating material to the layer of the color 
coating material ; and 

means for curing the coating materials thus applied subsequent to the application of the 
last applied coating material . 
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29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the means for applying a layer of 
primary coating material further comprises means for applying a first layer adjacent the optical 
fiber and means for applying a second layer adjacent the first layer. 

30. (New) A method of forming an optical fiber, comprising: 

(a) drawing an optical fiber; 

(b) applying a first layer of coating material to the optical fiber; 
applying a second layer of coating material to the first layer; 

(c) applying a second layer of coating material to the first layer; 

(d) applying a third layer of coating material to the second layer; 

wherein said first layer has a first modulus and is chosen from a primary coating layer and 
a coloring layer; said second and third layers having second and third moduli respectively, are 
chosen from a primary coating layer, a secondary coating layer, and a color coding layer, wherein 
each layer differs from the other layers and the first, second, and third moduli differs from each 
other; and 

(e) simultaneously curing the first, second, and third layers after application of the 
third layer. 
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